
An innovative project connecting children of
incarcerated parents to quality mentoring programs.

STEP 1: Review the Eligibility Requirements
The program’s eligibility requirements reflect key program
standards and practices based on the Elements of Effective

PracticeTM. A complete list of eligibility requirements and
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) can be accessed at
www.mentoring.org/caregiverschoice.

STEP 2: Apply to Join
After reviewing the eligibility requirements, apply online at
www.mentoring.org/caregiverschoice. You will be asked for
information about your program’s model and practices to
ensure you meet the eligibility criteria.

STEP 3: Complete Final Steps
After submitting your online application, follow these
next steps:
• Participate in a webinar on MentorPRO Basic®;
• Participate in a training session on serving children

of prisoners;
• Certify your program’s ability and commitment

to meet the project guidelines.

Serve More Children!
As soon as these steps are complete, your program will appear
on the list of approved Caregiver’s Choice mentoring programs
that parents or caregivers select from. You will be able to
redeem vouchers, foster new high-quality mentoring
relationships, and receive voucher funds.

Please visit www.mentoring.org/caregiverschoice for more
information including a complete list of eligibility requirements,
FAQs, and a link to the Caregiver’s Choice application.

How Can My
Program Join
Caregiver’s Choice?

This is a “Mentoring Children of Prisoners Voucher Demonstration, funded
by the Family Youth Services Bureau under grant #90CV0457.”
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In Caregiver’s Choice, MENTOR brings mentoring programs and
children with incarcerated parents together to establish quality
new mentoring relationships.

Mentoring programs that meet quality standards in mentoring
and working with families of the incarcerated are eligible to
apply. Once approved, mentoring programs are able to accept
vouchers from children enrolled in Caregiver’s Choice.

At the same time, caregivers or parents of eligible children
(from age 4 up to age 18 with a parent in a federal or state
prison) can submit an application for their child. They will
receive a list of approved mentoring programs in their city or
state, and a voucher (or mentoring scholarship) that can be
redeemed for mentoring services. Caregivers then select the
mentoring program that best fits their needs.

The selected mentoring program is responsible for recruiting,
screening, and training a mentor and supporting the mentoring
match. Each qualified program can receive up to $1,000 per
match to support a year-long match relationship.

HOW DOES CAREGIVER’S CHOICE WORK?

ACCESS FUNDING TO SERVE MORE
CHILDREN: Approved mentoring programs will receive
$1,000 for every Caregiver’s Choice mentoring match that
lasts at least one year. This financial support helps cover
many of the costs associated with starting and sustaining
a mentoring match. By joining Caregiver’s Choice, your
program will help ensure that more children with
incarcerated parents benefit from the support mentors
provide.

TAP INTO FEDERAL FUNDS: Applying for and
managing federal grants can be especially demanding, and
grant sizes are often too large for smaller programs.
Because Caregiver’s Choice focuses on an individual child,
reporting and tracking is based only on that child’s
mentoring relationship. This makes federal funding more
accessible and manageable for your program.

MANAGE YOUR PARTICIPATION: Approved
mentoring programs can choose to serve as many or as
few Caregiver’s Choice mentoring relationships as they
want—from one child to dozens. Regardless of how many
children your program chooses to serve, the essential
requirement is that your program is committed to ensuring
high quality and long-lasting mentoring relationships.

Five Reasons Your
Mentoring Program Should Join

Caregiver’s Choice
1

2

3

5

4 LEVERAGE NATIONAL EFFORTS TO RECRUIT
CHILDREN OF PRISONERS: A common challenge
for programs serving children of prisoners is finding and
enrolling the children. In Caregiver’s Choice, MENTOR’s
team will be engaging caregivers and incarcerated parents
through national networks, prison visits, and caregiver
organizations in selected geographic areas. Your program
will also have access to Caregiver’s Choice recruitment
materials if you want to directly engage children of
prisoners in your area.

BENEFIT FROM CUTTING-EDGE TRAINING
AND TOOLS: Approved mentoring programs will
receive training from experts on fostering mentoring
relationships that meet the unique needs of children of
prisoners. Approved programs will also use MentorPRO
Basic® to track progress towards milestones and assess the
quality and outcomes of Caregiver’s Choice matches. These
resources will help your program stay at the forefront of
mentoring practice.

For these reasons and many more, Caregiver’s Choice
benefits both mentoring programs and children with

incarcerated parents.

Welcome to the Mentoring Children of Prisoner’s
Voucher Demonstration Program “Caregiver’s

Choice.” Established in 2007, the Voucher Demonstration
Program is designed to increase access to mentoring
services nationwide and provide caregivers and parents
the choice to select a mentoring program that meets
high quality standards. The Family and Youth Services
Bureau, within the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, awarded a grant to the National
Mentoring Partnership (MENTOR) to coordinate the
distribution of the vouchers. The goal is to serve children
who reside in areas not served by a Mentoring Children
of Prisoner’s basic grant, Native American children and
children residing in rural areas. In addition, MENTOR
provides ongoing training and technical assistance to
all community based Caregiver’s Choice Mentoring
Providers and their Affiliates.
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