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Developmental Issues 
Families Left Behind: The Hidden Costs of Incarceration and Reentry, The Urban Institute, 2003



Developmental Issues…continued
Families Left Behind: The Hidden Costs of Incarceration and Reentry, The Urban Institute, 2003



Impact by Stages of Arrest, 
Prosecution, and Incarceration

…..from a child’s perspective

• Arrest
• Pretrial detention
• Incarceration
• Release and re-entry
• Overarching issues



Outcomes to be Avoided

• Poor academic performance/dropping out
• Mental health problems
• Drug abuse
• Early pregnancy
• Delinquency/gang involvement



The Costs of Getting it Wrong
Mark A. Cohen, Journal of Quantitative Criminology

• The typical career criminal costs: $1.3 -
$1.5 million in external costs

• A heavy drug user: $370,000 - $970,000
• A high school dropout: $243,000 -

$388,000
• Monetary value of saving a high-risk youth 

from these negative outcomes: $1.7 - $2.3 
million



Policy Issues/Barriers to Program 
Implementation

• Finding the children and families at risk
• Identifying mentoring programs with 

capacity to provide appropriate mentoring 
and related service needs

• Difficult program administration
– Monitoring capacity and delivery
– Mini-grant oversight
– Evaluation challenges



Rights of Children of Incarcerated Parents
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