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March 19, 2014 

 

 

Chairman Barbara Mikulski 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies 

Committee on Appropriations, Majority Staff 

S-128, Capitol  

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Ranking Member Richard Shelby 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies 

Committee on Appropriations, Minority Staff 

S-128, Capitol 

Washington, DC 20510 

 
Dear Chairman Mikulski and Ranking Member Shelby,  

 

As a coalition of anti-poverty, civic, faith-based, workforce development, educational and youth 

development service organizations, we are writing in support of funding for the Youth Mentoring 

Grants program managed by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) 

at the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ).  

 

A continued commitment to the Youth Mentoring Grants program is crucial in light of President 

Obama’s FY15 request which is $30 million less than last fiscal year’s enacted level of $88.5 

million. Funding for mentoring programs located elsewhere in federal agencies have been 

eliminated over time, including, the Mentoring Children of Incarcerated Parents program funded 

by the Department of Health and Human Services, the Tribal Youth National Mentoring Program 

managed by DOJ, the School-Based Mentoring Grants program funded by the Department of 

Education and others. In light of the extensive evidence of mentoring’s positive social return on 

investment when evidence-based practices are adhered to, we respectfully request the 

Subcommittee to fund the Youth Mentoring Grants program at $100 million for FY15. 

While it would still represent a decrease in overall federal investment in quality youth 

mentoring programs, it would return this targeted investment in impactful youth 

mentoring relationships to its FY10 level. 

 

The measurable positive difference quality mentoring programs can make in the present and 

future trajectory of a young person’s life is well documented. Mentoring is a crucial youth 

development strategy that helps guide a young person towards successful pathways to adulthood. 

Mentoring is also effectively utilized as an intervention strategy to redirect a young person’s life 

away from harmful activities and behaviors towards a healthy and productive future. In both 

instances, evaluations of effective mentoring programs report significant increases among youth 



 

 

served in self-confidence, self-efficacy and a positive attitude about their futures.1 Indeed, nine 

out of ten young adults who were mentored indicate they aspire to be mentors themselves.2 

 

Equally important, a successful mentoring program represents a bargain for taxpayers. In fact, 

research demonstrates that for every dollar invested in effective mentoring programs, there is 

a return of approximately three dollars.3 This positive return on investment reflects projected 

increases in lifetime earnings gained by leading at-risk youth down the path towards becoming 

productive adult citizens, and dollars saved through reduced juvenile delinquency and crime, 

improved school attendance, increased high school graduation rates, and lowered risk of youth 

involvement in unsafe (and costly) behaviors such as drug, alcohol and tobacco use. Lawmakers 

should be confident that mentoring programs work – and they do when funded programs are 

grounded in evidenced-based practices – taxpayers are gaining at least a three-fold return on their 

investment and leveraging the volunteer service of fellow citizens. 

 

In recent years, the Youth Mentoring Grants program has been funded as follows: 

 

 FY10 enacted   $100 million 

 FY11 allocated  $83 million 

FY12 enacted   $78 million 

FY13 enacted   $90 million (pre-sequestration) 

FY14 enacted   $88.5 million 

FY15 President’s Budget $58 million  

 

As other federal mentoring programs have been eliminated in recent years, the need for a strong, 

sustained investment in the Youth Mentoring Grants program at OJJDP grows. Furthermore, 

mentoring can continue to be used as a policy tool to reach young people who need it most and 

address pressing societal needs. These target populations can include: youth with incarcerated 

parents, youth in foster care, youth with greater likelihood for dropout based on early warning 

indicators, system-involved youth and families with economic stress and lower availability of 

adults. We believe it is crucial that the program be funded at the highest possible level by your 

Subcommittee as an investment in both positive life outcomes for our youngest generation and 

connections that are an efficient and effective investment in our economic future.  

 

Again, we thank you for your ongoing support and look forward to working with you. Please do 

not hesitate to call upon us should you require any additional information or wish to discuss this 

request further. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Anton, P.,Wilder Research & Temple, Judy, Univ. of Minnesota, “Social Return on Investment in Youth Mentoring Programs,” March 2007 
2 Bruce, Mary and Bridgeland, John (2014). The Mentoring Effect: Young People’s Perspectives on the Outcomes and Availability of Mentoring. 

Washington, D.C.: Civic Enterprises with Hart Research Associates for MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership. Retrieved from 
http://www.mentoring.org/mentoringeffect.  

 
3 Wilder Research. (2007). Analyzing the Social Return on Investments in Youth Intervention Programs: A framework for Minnesota. Saint Paul, 

P., & Temple, J. Retrieved from http://ysblakesarea.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/yip-social-return-full-report.pdf 



 

 

100 Black Men of America 

A World Fit for Kids 

Afterschool Alliance 

Amachi Mentoring 

America's Promise Alliance 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America 

Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation 

Catholic Charities 

First Focus Campaign for Kids 

Friends of the Children 

Girls, Inc. 

Institute for Educational Leadership 

MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership 

Mentoring USA 

Mid-Atlantic Network of Youth & Family Services (MANY) 

National Alliance for Faith and Justice 

National Collaboration for Youth 

The First Tee 

U.S. Dream Academy  

U.S. Soccer Foundation 

Up2Us 

YMCA of the USA 

 
 


