E-MENTEE WRITING LESSON

Lesson Directions

Give all students a copy of the two e-mail samples below. Tell students they are going to read two e-mails. They must decide which one they would rather receive. Ask a student to read Example One out loud. Do not discuss Example One before asking another student to read Example Two out loud. After reading both e-mails, ask the students the following questions:

· If you were Jane, which e-mail would you like to receive? 

· Which e-mail tells you more about Diane?

· Both e-mail examples discuss the same things: a test grade, reading, poetry writing and litter. Which e-mail is more revealing? Why?

· Diane is polite in both letters, asking how Jane is and saying thank you for the letter. Which letter better expresses that Diane cares about Jane? Why?

· How can you, the student, make your e-mails more interesting? How can you show in your writing that you care about your mentor?

Example One E-mail:

Dear Jane –

Hey, how are you? I am fine. School is good. I got a B on a test today. We had our YMCA meeting yesterday. We talked about the litter problem. I am reading a book I got at the library last week. It is good. I also write poetry. I am writing a poem for a class. Thanks for your letter.








Diane

Example Two E-mail: 

Dear Jane –

Hi! How are you? I am fine. I got a B on a test today. It was a really big deal for me to get a B; I studied hard for the test. The test was in history, which is my hardest class. Did you like history when you were in school? We had our YMCA meeting yesterday. We talked about litter. It really bothers me that our town has so much litter. Do you have a lot of litter where you live? Do you have any ideas on how I can make a difference with this litter problem? I am reading a great book called Harry Potter. It is a little childish, but I like all fantasy books. What kind of books do you read? I am working on a poem for my English class. I will send it to you when I am finished. Thanks for the letter. I can’t wait to get the next one! You mentioned in your letter that you had a big meeting tomorrow. I wish you lots of luck. Let me know how it goes.








Diane
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