MENTORING ADVOCACY LETTER

Date

The Honorable John Doe

Name of Legislative Body

Address

City, State, Zip

Dear Congressman/Senator/Assemblyman Doe:

I am writing to ask you to support (specific legislation).

Mentoring is a proven strategy to transform the lives of children in need.  Children who have a caring adult to guide them are more likely to stay in school, go to college or have a fruitful career, and stay away from drugs and alcohol.  Mentoring is a key to unlock the true potential of young people today.  

Nationally, there are more than 15 million young people who need mentors, but mentoring organizations simply do not have the resources needed to expand greatly.  Mentoring programs all across the country aim to change that.  Often operating on a shoestring budget and relying on the help of volunteers, mentoring programs work hard to meet the needs of young people.  However, these organizations face serious barriers to their efforts, including difficulty recruiting mentors and the expense of screening and training volunteers.  A shortage of mentors in all areas of the country leaves children in many communities with nowhere to turn.  

(Specific legislation) would help local mentoring programs to serve more children. (Insert sentence or two about why/how it would help).  In our state, (insert statistics about mentoring in state, or information about your mentoring program).

I hope you will support (specific legislation) when it comes up for a vote.  You would be providing critical resources needed to help us bring caring adults into the lives of more young people and, thus, securing a more productive community for us all.

Thank you for your consideration of my request, and I look forward to hearing from you on this issue.

Sincerely,

Name

Title

Courtesy of MENTOR/National Mentoring Partnership.

